
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

Public Education & Awareness (P&A)  

National Council for Persons with Physical Disabilities in South Africa ( NCPPDSA ) 

Website: www.ncppdsa.org.za 

Cell: 082 820 7358 (SMS only);  

E-Mail: therina@ncppdisabilitysa.org.za 

UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES, ARTICLE 2— DEFINITION 

For the purposes of the present Convention:  

 

“Communication” includes spoken and signed languages, display of 

text, and Braille, and tactile communication, large print, written, au-

dio, accessible multimedia, plain language, human reader and aug-

mentative and alternative modes, means and formats of communi-

cation, including accessible information and communication tech-

nology; 

 

“Discrimination on the basis of disability” means any distinction, ex-

clusion or restriction on the basis of disability which has the purpose 

or effect of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or ex-

ercise, on an equal basis with others, of all human rights and funda-

mental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or 

any other field. It includes all forms of discrimination, including de-

nial of reasonable accommodation; 

 

“Language” includes spoken and signed languages and other forms 

of non-spoken languages; 

 

“Reasonable Accommodation” means necessary and appropriate modifi-

cation and adjustments not imposing a disproportionate or undue bur-

den, where needed in a particular case, to ensure to persons with disabili-

ties the enjoyment or exercise on an equal basis with others of all human 

rights and fundamental freedoms; 

 

“Universal design” and “inclusive design” mean the design of products, 

environments, programmes and services to be usable by all people, to the 

greatest extent possible, without the need for adaptation or specialized 

design. “Universal design” and “inclusive design” shall not exclude assis-

tive devices for particular groups of persons with disabilities where this is 

needed. 


